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 Personal History Victorians 

 Concept Skills Success 
Criteria 

Knowledge Concepts Skills Success 
Criteria 

Knowledge 

Chronology  
 
Vocabulary 
Days, weeks, months, years,  
Then, now, present day, 
modern day, in the past,  
Before, after 
Chronology, calendar, timeline, 
long ago 

Know where all 
people/events 
studied fit into a 
chronological 
framework 

Sequence events 
in their life 

 

 

Know what 
school is like 
now. 

Know where all 
people/events studied fit 
into a chronological 
framework 

Sort artefacts 
‘then’ and ‘now’  

 

Know what 
toys were like 
in Victorian 
times. 
Know how 
children were 
educated. 

Develop an 
awareness of the 
past  
 

Match objects to 
people of 
different ages 

 

Know the 
difference 
between the toys 
they play with 
and those of 
their parents and 
grandparents. 

 

Know where all 
people/events 
studied fit into a 
chronological 
framework 

Sequence 
artefacts closer 
together in time 

 

Link with toys – 
how have toys 
changed over 50 
years? 

 

Know where all 
people/events 
studied fit into a 
chronological 
framework 

Sequence photos 
from different 
periods in their 
life 

Know the 
difference 
between the toys 
they play with 
and those of 
their parents and 
grandparents. 

 

Develop an 
awareness of the 
past  
 

Describe 
memories of key 
events in their 
lives 

Recall a 
celebration they 
have taken part 
in. 
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Enquiry 
 
Vocabulary 
Artefact, evidence, source, fact, 
fiction, opinion, first hand 
account 
 
Why, when, where, who, how, 
what,  
 
Archaeologist, memory, 
opinion 

Understand some 
ways we find out 
about the past  
 

Can handle 
sources, ask 
questions, make 
observations and 
sketch them 

 

Know the 
difference 
between the toys 
they play with 
and those of 
their parents and 
grandparents. 

Ask and answer questions 
(relating to concepts in 
Historical Interpretation) 
 

Can ask and 
answer 
questions 
relating to: why, 
what, who, how, 
where 

 

Know what 
toys were like 
in Victorian 
times. 
Know how 
children were 
educated. 

   Understand some ways 
we find out about the 
past  
 

Can use stories 
to encourage 
children to 
distinguish 
between fact 
and fiction  
 

Know what 
toys were like 
in Victorian 
times. 
Know how 
children were 
educated. 

Interpretation 
 
Vocabulary 
continue 
similarity, 
difference  
caused, result 
society, belief, 
king, queen, 
discovery, 
gods, 
goddesses, 
war, local, 
government, 
parliament 

Continuity 
and Change 

Identify similarities 
/ differences 
between ways of 
life at different 
times  
 

Describe how 
their own life is 
different from 
past generations 
of their own 
family. 

 

Know similarities 
and differences 
between homes 
now and 50 
years ago. 

   

Cause and 
Consequence 

   Recognise why people did 
things, why events 
happened and what 
happened as a result  
 

Can begin to 
understand 
cause and effect 
by looking at a 
significant 
individual’s 
actions and 
what happened 
as a result. 

 

Know that the 
railway was 
invented in 
Victorian times. 
Know how it 
changed 
peoples’ lives. 
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Similarity and 
difference 

Make simple 
observations about 
different types of 
people, events, 
beliefs within a 
society  
 

Can say how own 
life and interests 
now are the same 
or different to 
their babyhood 
(e.g. clothes, 
toys, food, size, 
abilities) 

 

Know the 
difference 
between the toys 
they play with 
and those of 
their parents and 
grandparents. 
Know what 
school is like 
now. 

Make simple observations 
about different types of 
people, events, beliefs 
within a society  
 

Can describe 
changes in life 
(clothes, toys, 
food, homes etc) 
between their 
life and the life 
of someone in 
the past 

 

Know how 
Victorians 
celebrated 
Christmas. 

Significance    Know about significant 
individuals in history 
 

Can say why a 
person is 
important in 
history 

Know that the 
railway was 
invented in 
Victorian times. 
Know how it 
changed 
peoples’ lives. 

 


